
MINUTES OF 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2025, 5:30 P.M. 
CITY HALL, PIGEON FORGE, TENNESSEE 

 
 

Mayor McClure called the meeting to order with the following in attendance: 
Vice Mayor Ogle, Commissioner Adams, Commissioner Watts, Commissioner Whaley, 
City Manager Wear, Assistant City Manager Brackins, City Recorder Clabo, City 
Attorney Rowell, and interested citizens.  

 
Mayor McClure opened the meeting and Vice Mayor Ogle led in the pledge of 

allegiance. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The minutes were unanimously approved following motion by Commissioner 

Whaley and second to motion by Commissioner Watts. 
 
Mayor McClure asked if there were any comments from citizens. 

 
 No comments were received. 
 

The authorization for the payment of bills was presented for approval. On a 
motion by Commissioner Watts, second by Vice Mayor Ogle, it was unanimously 
approved to accept the bills as presented. 
 
Old Business 

 
There was no old business. 
 

New Business 
 
Ordinance No. 2025-1186 to de-annex certain property located in Pine Mountain 

Resort and Engletown Road (Parcel 02.00 Group B of tax map 0940) from the corporate 
limits of Pigeon Forge, Tennessee was presented on the first reading. Assistant City 
Planner Ferrada presented and noted that it would be difficult to provide city services to 
this property as a department would have to leave the city limits to access the property. 
On a motion by Vice Mayor Ogle, second by Commissioner Watts, and with all voting 
“aye” the motion was approved on the first reading. 

 
Resolution No. 2025-956 to authorize the City of Pigeon Forge to participate in 

the property conservation matching grant program was presented for approval. City 
Recorder Clabo presented. On a motion by Commissioner Watts, second by 
Commissioner Whaley, and with all voting “aye” the motion was unanimously approved.  
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Resolution No. 2025-957 to name the bridge on Jake Thomas Connector SR 478 
nearest the intersection with SR 449 Veterans Boulevard “Loveday Family Bridge” was 
presented for approval. City Manager Wear presented. On a motion by Commissioner 
Whaley, second by Vice Mayor Ogle, and with all voting “aye” the motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 
Discussion and consideration of a final change order with Charles Blalock and 

Sons for the Westside Connector Road Project Phase 4A was presented for approval. 
Joseph Hillard with CDM Smith presented and asked for the increased change order in 
the amount of $242,005.73. The overage was noted as unforeseen undercutting of 
roadway utilizing # 2 stone and geotextile fabric and contract item overruns. On a motion 
by Commissioner Whaley, second by Commissioner Watts, it was unanimously approved 
to accept the request as presented. 

 
Discussion and consideration of an agreement with Motorola Solutions for the 

construction of a radio tower at the new police department utilizing the statewide contract 
was presented for approval. Police Chief Catlett presented and recommended the 
construction at a cost of $357,000. On a motion by Commissioner Whaley, second by 
Commissioner Adams, it was unanimously approved to accept the request as presented. 

 
Discussion and consideration to purchase multiple shop tools for the fleet 

department from ARI-herta utilizing the Sourcewell contract was presented for approval. 
Public Works Director Miller presented and recommended the purchase in the amount of 
$30,316. On a motion by Vice Mayor Ogle, second by Commissioner Watts, it was 
unanimously approved to accept the request as presented.  
  
 Discussion and consideration of a proposal with SSR for engineering service for 
the renewal of the standard city water and sewer specifications for the utility department 
was presented for approval. Paige Lowe with SSR presented and recommended proposal 
in the amount of $13,400. On a motion by Commissioner Watts, second by 
Commissioner Whaley, it was unanimously approved to accept the request as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration for the mass transit department to dispose of a Ford 
F-350 cutaway bus was presented for approval. Mass Transit Director Wilhoite 
presented. On a motion by Commissioner Whaley, second by Vice Mayor Ogle, it was 
unanimously approved to accept the request as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration to purchase RFID tickets from BOCA Systems for 
the mass transit department was presented for approval. Mass Transit Director Wilhoite 
presented and recommended the purchase in the amount of $60,862. It was noted that this 
is sole source item. On a motion by Commissioner Watts, second by Commissioner 
Adams, it was unanimously approved to accept the request as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration of a proposal from Citadel Construction to make 
repairs to the City of Pigeon Forge Post Office Building was presented for approval. 
Assistant Director of Recreation Cave presented and recommended the proposal in the 
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amount of $17,200. On a motion by Vice Mayor Ogle, second by Commissioner Watts, it 
was unanimously approved to accept the request as presented.  
 
 Discussion and consideration to purchase a new 15 passenger van for the parks 
and recreation department from Lonnie Cobb Ford of Henderson, TN utilizing the 
statewide contract was presented for approval. Assistant Director of Recreation Cave 
presented and recommended the purchase in the amount of $58,139. On a motion by 
Commissioner Watts, second by Commissioner Whaley, it was unanimously approved to 
accept the request as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration to purchase a new F-150 crew cab xl for the 
building maintenance department from Ford of Murfreesboro utilizing the statewide 
contract was presented for approval. Assistant Director of Recreation Cave presented and 
recommended the purchase in the amount of $48,419. On a motion by Vice Mayor Ogle, 
second by Commissioner Watts, it was unanimously approved to accept the purchase as 
presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration to replace three (3) HVAC units for the community 
center gymnasium from Trane U.S. Inc. utilizing the Omnia Racine Cooperative was 
presented for approval. Assistant Director of Recreation Cave presented and 
recommended the purchase in the amount of $169,997. On a motion by Commissioner 
Whaley, second by Vice Mayor Ogle, it was unanimously approved to accept the 
purchase as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration of payment to Gresham Smith for a LOMR payment 
to FEMA for the greenway section from Patriot Park to Dollywood Lane was presented 
for approval. Assistant Director of Recreation Cave presented. On a motion by 
Commissioner Watts, second by Commissioner Adams, it was unanimously approved to 
accept the request as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration to utilize the DHS State and Local Cyber Security 
grant funds for licenses, nodes, cyber defense and a documentation intern for the IT 
department was presented for approval. Prior to discussion, Mayor McClure noted that 
item was being removed from agenda to future meeting. 
 
 Discussion and consideration of the annual contract for phone system support 
from Communications Resources Inc. for the IT department was presented for approval. 
IT Director Ogle presented and recommended the contract in the amount of $7,500. On a 
motion by Commissioner Watts, second by Vice Mayor Ogle, it was unanimously 
approved to accept the contract as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration to add 3 positions to the 2025-2026 fiscal year 
budget was presented for approval. City Manager Wear presented and recommended the 
addition of 1) administrative executive assistant, 2) public information officer, and 3) 
grant administrator. On a motion by Commissioner Whaley, second by Vice Mayor Ogle, 
it was unanimously approved to accept the request as presented.  
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 Discussion and consideration of a pay and classification study for the City of 
Pigeon Forge from Burris, Thompson and Associates was presented for approval. City 
Manager Wear presented and recommended the study in the amount of $32,900 with 
optional services up to $10,800 for focus groups and writing new job descriptions. On a 
motion by Commissioner Watts, second by Vice Mayor Ogle, it was unanimously 
approved to accept the request as presented. 
 
 Discussion and consideration of addendum 1 from Orange 142 for updating the 
City of Pigeon Forge’s website was presented for approval. Prior to discussion, Mayor 
McClure noted that item was being removed from agenda. 

 
Manager’s report included the following: 
 
1. There will be a public hearing on Ordinance No. 2025-1186 at the council 

meeting on Monday, September 8, 2025. 
 

2. Need to replace David Wear on the Education Funding Board. On a motion by 
Commissioner Whaley to appoint Vice Mayor Ogle to position, second by 
Commissioner Watts, it was unanimously approved to accept request as 
presented. 
 

Mayor McClure asked for comments from the board. 
 
Having no comments received, the meeting was duly adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 
 

     APPROVED: ______________________ 
         MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: _________________________ 
               CITY RECORDER 


